A STUDY REFLECTION ON LUKE’S GOSPEL

SESSION 11:   LUKE 4:14-30
OPPOSITION TO JESUS IN NAZARETH 
OPENING PRAYER

Holy Spirit, sent by the Father,

ignite in us your holy fire;

strengthen us with the gift of faith,

revive your Church with the breath of love,

and help us to bring hope to the world,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

THE TEXT: 
LUKE 4:14-30   (NRSV) 
OPPOSITION TO JESUS IN NAZARETH
[Luke 4:14] 
Then Jesus, filled with the power of the Spirit, returned to Galilee, and a report about him 


spread through all the surrounding country.

[Luke 4:15] 
He began to teach in their synagogues and was praised by everyone.

[Luke 4:16] 
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the 

sabbath day, as was his custom. He stood up to read,

[Luke 4:17] 
and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place 

where it was written:

[Luke 4:18] 
"The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to bring good news to the 

poor. He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to 

let the oppressed go free,

[Luke 4:19]
 to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor."

[Luke 4:20] 
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the 

synagogue were fixed on him.

[Luke 4:21] 
Then he began to say to them, "Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing."

[Luke 4:22] 
All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They 

said, "Is not this Joseph's son?"

[Luke 4:23] 
He said to them, "Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, 'Doctor, cure yourself!' And you 

will say, 'Do here also in your hometown the things that we have heard you did at 


Capernaum.'"

[Luke 4:24]
 And he said, "Truly I tell you, no prophet is accepted in the prophet's hometown.

[Luke 4:25] 
But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time of Elijah, when the heaven was 

shut up three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the land;

[Luke 4:26] 
yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon.

[Luke 4:27] 
There were also many lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was 

cleansed except Naaman the Syrian. "

[Luke 4:28] 
When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage.

[Luke 4:29] 
They got up, drove him out of the town, and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town 

was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff.

[Luke 4:30] 
But he passed through the midst of them and went on his way.
QUIETLY RE-READ THESE VERSES & THINK ABOUT THEM

What is happening in the reading?    What key words speak to you?   

REFLECTION ON LUKE 4:14-30
“Inspiration” – we use the word loosely.  We imply that ‘it just came over him’, that they suddenly became someone different. The brilliant athlete has been training and practicing, hour after hour, week after week. The musician has been playing exercises and perfecting techniques for long hours out of the public eye. Then when the moment comes, a surge of adrenalin produces a performance which we call ‘inspired’ – which is actually the fruit of long, patient hard work. 
When Jesus said, ‘the Spirit of the Lord is upon me,’ Luke has already let us into a secret. Now with the years of prayer, thought and the study of scripture behind him, he stands before his own town. He preached like a man inspired.  What he said was the opposite of what they were expecting. If this was inspiration, they didn’t want it. 

What was wrong with what he said?  What made them kick him out of the synagogue? Jesus senses they are not following him; they are ready to taunt him, to challenge him to do some mighty deed. 
Jesus points out what happened in the days of the great prophets Elijah and Elisha, and in doing so identifies himself with the prophets. Elijah was sent to help a widow but not a Jewish one. Elisha healed one solitary leper who was commander of the enemy army. That’s what did it. That’s what drove them to fury. Israel’s God was rescuing the wrong people. His hearers were all waiting for God to liberate Israel from pagan enemies. Instead Jesus points out that when the great prophets were active, it wasn’t Israel who benefited, but only the pagans. 
What was the earlier part of his address?

Luke says they were astonished at what a good speaker he was. But it seems more likely what he meant was that they were astonished that he was speaking about God’s grace – grace for everyone. They wanted to hear grace for Israel and fierce judgment for everyone else. 

Jesus quotes Isaiah 61:1-2. This passage is about the Messiah. Throughout Isaiah there are pictures of a strange anointed figure who will perform God’s will. The servant Messiah has not come to inflict punishment on the nations, but to bring God’s love and mercy to them.  This message was and remains shocking to the Jews. 



(Notes adapted from LUKE FOR EVERYONE by TOM WRIGHT SPCK 2001)

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSION

1. What is the source of Jesus’ power?
2. What was Jesus called to do?  (see v 18-19)   How does Jesus fulfil the scriptures?  What does it say about Jesus?  Was Jesus a prophet? 

3. Why did the people reject Jesus?  How do we feel when we are rejected? 

4. What is our ministry?  What is God calling us to do? How can we serve our church more?

5. What is one thing we can do this week to maintain a proper relationship with Jesus? 

CONCLUDING PRAYER

Creator God, you made us all in your image:

may we discern you in all that we see,

and serve you in all that we do;

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen

HOME WORK

Please read 
LUKE  4:31-44
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